
A “HWM Idiot’s Guide” to the World Handicap System (WHS)
The World Handicap System (WHS) was launched in England on 2nd November 2020.
The notes below set out the main points.

You will have a “Handicap Index” which will take into account your previous playing
record. This will be the best 8 from your most recent 20 scores but a lower number can
be used if you don’t have 20. New members without a “Handicap Index” will need to
submit scores covering a minimum of 54 holes (3 x 18 holes, 6 x 9 holes or a
combination of both) All played under the normal rules of golf.

When you play, your “Handicap Index” is firstly converted to your “Course Handicap”
(to reflect course difficulty) and then to your Playing Handicap (to reflect the specific
golf format being played).

Course Handicap takes into account the different levels of difficulty of different
courses and tees. Each club, including Windlesham, will have tables (see example
below) showing the conversion to your “Course Handicap”.



In cases of difficulty, Proshop staff will be happy to help.

Finally, “Course Handicap” will be converted to your “Playing Handicap” by applying
a “Handicap Allowance” (See example below) which depends upon the golf format
you are playing e.g. medal, stableford, match play etc. This is the actual number of
strokes you receive for the round being played. Each format has its own “Handicap
Allowance”, which is a percentage of your “Course Handicap”.

You will be advised before each Highwaymen’s competition what your “Handicap
Allowance” will be. However, you do not need to apply this Allowance on your
scorecard for the vast majority of HWM competitions (but can if you so wish),
recording your gross score per hole will generally suffice. GolfGenius will apply your
WHS Playing Handicap and calculate your scores.  The particular competition notes
will advise.

You do not need to submit a card every time you play golf. The official
recommendation is that you submit a card each time you play an individual round,
or similar, using the rules of golf and of handicapping. There is, as yet, no minimum
number of scores you must submit but Clubs may apply their own requirements.

This is meant to be a very simplified note of the main aspects of the WHS. The
detailed Rules can be found at
https://www.englandgolf.org/world-handicap-system/.


